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From the management of ISKCON Suva 

Souvenir newsletter on the occasion of the celebration of Sri 
Krishna  Janmasthami  

 



 

Atah Sri-Krishna-namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih [Cc. Madhya 17.136]. Krishna, or God, is not per-
ceivable by your material senses. It is not possible. Atah , therefore, Sri-Krishna-namadi. Atah Sri-Krishna-
namadi. Namadi. Namadi means "beginning from His name." Because we try to understand Krishna be-
ginning by chanting His holy name, Hare Krishna. 

Then, after chanting Hare Krishna, when our heart is purified, then we can understand His form, sac-cid-
ananda-vigraha [Bs. 5.1].  So either His name or His form or His quality or His paraphernalia or His activi-
ties—none of these can be understood by your material senses. It is not possible. Atah Sri-Krishna-
namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih [Cc. Madhya 17.136]. Indriyaih , the senses. Then how it is under-
stood? Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuraty adah. When we take to the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord, then the Lord reveals Himself. We cannot understand. He reveals Himself. 

Therefore, sevonmukhe hi 
jihvadau. Jihva means tongue. 
The first business of is to engage 
the tongue in the service of the 
Lord.How you can engage the 
tongue in the service of the Lord? 
By chanting and glorifying His 
name, fame, quality, form, para-
phernalia, pastimes. This is the 
business of the tongue. 

Sevonmukhe hi jihvadau  . When 
the tongue is engaged, gradually 
all other senses are also engaged 
in the service of the Lord. The 
tongue is the most important 
sense within our body; therefore 
for controlling our senses it is 
recommended that one should 
control first of all the tongue. 

His Divine Grace A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami PrabhupadaHis Divine Grace A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami PrabhupadaHis Divine Grace A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami PrabhupadaHis Divine Grace A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada    
 

Founder Acarya of 

International Society for Krishna Consciousness ( ISKCON) 

Source:    Srila Prabhupada’s 
Janmasthami Lecture 



 

Message Message Message Message from  His Holiness Bir Krishna Goswami Maharaj  ( United States of America) 
Governing Body Commisioner (GBC) - Fiji | Intiating Guru in Fiji 

Dear Devotees of Lord Krishna, 
 
Please accept my blessings. All  glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Happy Janmastami! 
 
On this auspicious occasion of Lord Krishna’s appearance, it is important for us to under-
stand what Lord Krishna wants from us. It is very easy for us to forget that He is the 
enjoyer as He mentions in the 5th Chapter of the Gita (5:29)- 

 
bhoktaramyajna-tapasam 
sarva-loka-maheshvaram 
suhridamsarva-bhutanam 

jnatva mam shantimrcchati 
 
“A person in full consciousness of Me, knowing Me to be the ultimate beneficiary of all 
sacrifices and austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods, and the bene-
factor and well-wisher of all living entities, attains peace from the pangs of material mis-
eries.” (Gita 5:29) 
 
In this world we usually try to either enjoy those things that belong to Krishna or we try to enjoy Krishna. In either of those at-
tempts we experience frustration and dissatisfaction. That is because we are not meant to be the enjoyers or proprietors. 
Krishna is the proprietor of everything and everyone and gives us our quotas but these quotas are meant for His service: 
 
“Everything animate or inanimate that is within the universe is controlled and owned by the Lord. One should therefore accept 
only those things necessary for himself, which are set aside as his quota, and one should not accept other things, knowing well 
to whom they belong.” (Isopanisad Mantra 1) 
 
So what does Krishna want us to do? He wants us to assist Him in His mission to re-establish religious principles on this earth. 
He appeared 5,000 years ago for this purpose as He explains in the Gita (4:8). 
 
Five thousand years ago He appeared in Mathura. Now He is also appearing in the form of His Holy Name (the NamaAvatara) 
the Hare Krishna Mahamantra: Hare Krishna Hare Krishna KrishnaKrishna Hare HareHare Rama Hare Rama RamaRama Hare 
Hare. 
 
Just as the demigods assisted Krishna by appearing in His family the Yadu dynasty, or as they assisted Lord Rama by appearing 
as monkeys and bears, we should assist Lord Krishna by spreading this Sankirtana (congregational chanting) movement. We 
should make ourselves fit to do this by following the regulative principles and chanting regularly ourselves. Then we should go 
out and canvass others to us in this chanting. 
 
So, I am asking you all to make a firm determination on this Janmastami to dedicate your lives for this purpose. Then you will 
get unlimited blessings from Lord Krishna and His eternal consort Srimati Radharani. 
 
Yours in Srila Prabhupada’s service, 
Bir Krishna das Goswami 
GBC-Fiji Islands. 

H.H Bir Krishna Maharaja's services in ISKCON, including 
his preaching activities, his daily spiritual enlightening  
thoughts and quotes and travel dates are available on 
his website. 
 
Don’t forget to visit the site at : 
www.bkgoswami.com 
 
Or contact the temple for details about his Fiji tours 



Sri Krishna  Janmasthami Program 2012Sri Krishna  Janmasthami Program 2012Sri Krishna  Janmasthami Program 2012Sri Krishna  Janmasthami Program 2012    
 

4.30  am    Mangal Arti 
7.00 am    Darshan 
12.30 pm   Arti 
6.30 pm    Arti and Jhulan begins 
7.00 -  7.05 pm  Welcome  
7.05 -  7.30 pm  Kirtan—by Sursaaz Group  
7.35 - 7.40 pm  Dance by Shenal and Shayal  
7.40 -  7.45 pm   Speeches by Gurukul Students 
7.45 -  7.50 pm  Dance by Bharati and Group 
7.50 pm—7.56 pm Dance by Shenal and Shayal  
7. 57 -  8.20 pm  Gurukul Drama ( The three modes 
    of nature) 
8.25 - 9.10  p,.m  Lecture by Rupanuga Das ( kirtans 
    by Aruna mataji ) 
9.15—10.35 pm   Abhishek and Maha Abhishek   
    ( BS recitation by Indulekha, fol 
    lowed by Kirtans by Saratchandra  
    and Lalita Mataji 
10.35- 10.50 pm  Spiritual Quiz 
11.00  -  11.45 pm Drama on Sakshi Gopal by the  
    Youths 
11.45– 12.00 pm  Kirtans by Vishvanath Prabhu and  
    Jhulan begins 
12.00 am   Grand Midnight Arti 

Maha prasadam feastMaha prasadam feastMaha prasadam feastMaha prasadam feast    



 One should not mistakenly think that Krsna’s appearance and pastimes are mythical or allegorical. Rather , we should ac-
cept Lord Krishna as absolute truth, the cause of all causes, who actually appeared in a humanlike form and walked the 
earth. Bhagavd Gita  states that the proper transcendental understanding of His appearance is so important that if one 
realizes only this one subject, at the time of death he does not have to return to the material worl but goes to join the 
eternal spiritual world called Vaikuntha. 
 
One should hear the past times of Krsna from a pure devotee of Krsna who has understood Krsna through his own spiri-
tual master in a disciplic succession  from Krsna himself. Krsna states in Bhagavd –Gita that those who thus perfectly un-
derstand Him worship Him in His personal form He declares “There is no truth superior to Me, as pearls are strung on a 
thread.” Materialistic scientists and phi-
losophers who accept as truth only 
what they can perceive with their im-
perfect senses as well as so called 
transcendentalists who speculate that 
God is impersonal, cannot Krsna’s pas-
times, not can achieve the perfection 
of life , love of God. Working outside 
Krsna Consciousness therefore , they 
exist in illusion, for whatever they 
achieve independently from Krishna is 
vanquished at the time of death, and 
then they must take on new bodies in 
the various species of material life. 
 
The most elevated Transcendentalists , 
however, understand Krsna’s lilas, or 
pastimes, and relish them without ces-
sation. Srimad Bhagavatam declares 
"the highest perfectional gain of hu-
manity is to discuss the activities and 
glories of the pious actor krsna.” The 
grat sages who completed the Vedic 
literature and the great spiritual mas-
ters who in turn received it , such as 
Vyasadeva, Sukadeva, Narada and oth-
ers were completely free from all the 
vices of material attachment because 
they were aware of sprits permanence 
and matters temporality. Consequently 
their being fully absorbed in the activi-
ties of the Supreme Lord, Krsna, is a 
solid evidence that the accounts of His 
activities are not whimsical tales. Had 
these pastimes been merely tall stories 
such perfect sages would not relish 
them. These sages were concerned 
with the highest good for humanity, 
beyond the illusion of temporary mate-
rial welfare work, and therefore we 
should take seriously their recommen-
dation that we hear the pastimes of 
Krsna. There are many examples of 
devotees who have attained perfection 
simply by hearing these pastimes. 

The Reality of Krsna’s Appearance 
Source: A Handbook to Krishna Consciousness by HH Satsvarupa Dasa Gosawmi 

7 



Should you like to make a request, comment or suggestion to improve our service , or to be part of fulfilling Srila 
Prabhupada’s mission you can contact the above mentioned people  for further information, assistance or to discuss 
your ideas. 
• You can donate money to the temple which will be 

used to cook nice food items of various kinds and 
offered to the deities of the temple and as Maha-
prasadam will be distributed to the guests at the 
temple and many Vaishnava’s in the community. 
This is same as “Brahma bhoj”. You can invite your 
guests to take Prasad from the temple on the spe-
cial day you have sponsored your feast. This can be 
part of “Shraad”, birthday etc 

 
• You can bring flowers, fruits and vegetables to the 

temple that will be offered to the deities. If you like 
you can sign in a regular donor list for either of the 
items form you 

 
• You can voluntarily arrange with the temple to 

come with your family and friends in one of the 
weekends to clean the temple, wash foot-paths and 
wash-bays, gardens and surrounding. 

 
• You can help distribute spiritual classics translated 

from Sanskrit or Srila Prabhupada’s books which 
has teachings of Bhakti process and philosophy  by 
organizing with the gift shop. 

 
• Or simply you can bring other people such as your 

friends and family members or work colleagues to 
take Darshan of the deities . 

 

Know your temple contacts and how you can benefit from the services we offer 

Hare Krishna Gift Shop 
( located in the temple courtyards) 

 
Ph: 3319097  Email: iskconsuva@connect.com.fj 

Open daily from 8 am - 4 pm 
CLOSED 1pm—2pm for lunch 

You can purchase assorted  gift items, Audio CD containing 
nice Vaishnava Bhajans, DVD’s , Gopi Chandan, Incense, 
scented oil, neck beads, chanting bags, Japa beads, Srila 
Prabhupada’s books and arti paraphernalia and many many 
more items including saris, dhotis and kurtas. 

Hare Krishna Vegetarian Restaurant 
( Pratt Street | Dolphins Plaza | Cumming Street | ) 

 
Ph: 3314 154 Email: iskconsuva@connect.com.fj 

Open:  Monday  - Saturday 
8.00 am - 5pm  ( Sat: 1 pm) 

We do private catering for vegetarian cuisines for weddings 
and parties. Hare Krishna Restaurants also produce :natural 
home made Ice Creams as well.  

If you have wedding, engagement or birthday functions  and 
looking for hall hire  you can also contact us for hire of our 
multi purpose hall . CONDITIONS APPLY : 3319097 

Do you know that this years Janmasthami is live on our ISKCON Suva Channel 
From our website you can view live programs for major festivals, take daily Darshan through webcam and watch  video 

replays for all our live  streaming. You can also download videos or watch videos from our YouTube Channel. 
 

Visit Our Site : www.radhagolokabihari.com  or our internet TV at http://www.ustream.tv/channel/suva-live  
 

 

The lotus feet of  Golokabihari ji 



 

Srila Prabhupada first placed his lotus feet on Fiji soil in 1974 as he was passing through on his 
way to Hawaii. Srila Prabhupada was in transit at Nadi Airport and Vasudev Prabhu, then 
known as Deoji Punja, had arranged to meet with him in the transit lounge at the airport. 
Vasudev Prabhu, during one of his visits to Sydney, had seen ISKCON Australian devotees 
chanting and dancing in the streets and being very impressed with them wanted to find out 
who was this great personality who had brought about such positive radical changes in the lives 
of these Australians. Having established that this great soul was known by his disciples as Srila 
Prabhupada, Vasudev Prabhu had this intense desire to meet him. Vasudev Prabhu on his re-
turn to Fiji found out that Srila Prabhupada was scheduled to pass through Fiji and will spend 
some time in the transit lounge at the Nadi Airport. Accompanied by his good wife, he met Srila 
Prabhupada for a short while at the airport transit lounge. Srila Prabhupada asked if there was 
a Radha Krishna temple in Fiji and when told there was none, he requested him to build and his 
own words Vasudev Prabhu had once disclosed to me that when Srila Prabhupada placed his 
hands on Vasudev Prabhu’s head to bless him, he shivered and felt that all sins had been 
washed away. The rest is history. Vasudev Prabhu worked tirelessly to build this temple and Sri 
Sri Krishna Kaliya temple in Lautoka was established and officially opened in 1977. Vasudev 
Prabhu was residing in Lautoka at that time. 

  
 Thereafter the preaching activities escalated in Fiji, and Vasudev Prabhu arranged with Srila 
Prabhupada to send one of his front liners, Tamal Krishna Goswami Maharaj to come to Fiji to 
preach on a regular basis. By the strong and effective preaching of Goswami Maharaj, many 
souls joined and took up Krishna Consciousness seriously but the society was making inroads 
mainly in Lautoka as a result of the temple. It was then that Goswami Maharaj suggested to 
Vasudev Prabhu that he should move to capital city Suva and expand the society in Suva with 
the objective on building an even larger temple to cater for the bigger population. He took 
Goswami Maharaj’s request to heart and moved to Suva with his family in 1979 leaving behind 
the comforts of one of the nicest homes in Lautoka. Living very humbly, he got down to the 
task of spreading Krishna Consciousness in Suva. The fire of Krishna Consciousness started to 
spread in Suva but to develop funds were required. Being a successful businessman before tak-
ing up Krishna Consciousness on a full time basis, he decided to do business on behalf of the 
Society to accumulate funds to further the objectives of the Society in Suva. He began with a 
small takeaway outlet that sold sanctified vegetarian food. The trend got on as the food was 
tasty and soon a full fledged vegetarian restaurant was established. Hare Krishna natural ice 
creams followed and became extremely popular and the rest is history. As time passed by the 
devotee congregation also grew to a point where we needed a temple. Land was purchased in 
1997 in Brewster Street and plans were drawn up for the construction of a temple complex in 
late 2001. Construction be-
gan in May 2002 and after 
almost two and half years 
we have achieved comple-
tion of this project which has 
cost the society over $3 mil-
lion. 

ISKCON SUVA HISTORICAL REMINISCENCE  

HG Vasudeva Prabhu ( Right) with his God 

brothers, HH Bhakti Charu Swami, HG Am-

brisa Prabhu and HH Bir Krishna Goswami 

during the temple opening 



 

HARE KRSNA ( SUVA) SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF FIJI 

Since the opening of the temple in 2004, ISKCON Suva has effortlessly provided a true spiritual environment 
with positive energy and atmosphere from people of all walks of life, faith, gender, race and religious affilia-
tion to participate and infuse their soul with spiritual enthusiasm. Not even a single Sunday has passed in 
these years without Srimad Bhagavatam discourse, free distribution of Sunday Love Feast (Prasadam) to 
any number of people who attended the programs ( as was Srila Prabhupada’s universal desire), Japa ses-
sions at the temple besides the highest standards of deity worship that includes daily offering of bhoga ( 5 
times a day), arotika’s, and personal services such as dressing the deities 2 times a day daily. 
 
This year ISKCON Suva has been involved with key social services activities such as   : 
•  Free Food Distribution to flood affected victims and lunches in schools 
 ISKCON Suva was approached by Save the Children Fund and many prominent donors to assist 
schools where children had difficulty bringing lunches as a result of massive damages from the flooding. 
Additionally ISKCON Suva responded in the shortest lapse of time to peoples need providing food, necessary 
clothes and spiritual strength regardless of which community / race that was affected and emerged to be on 
of Fiji’s first responding agencies to natural disasters . With the kind donation from AusAid, Save the Chil-
dren Fund, corporate donors and SurSaaz, ISKCON Suva continued its effort to help people sustain their 
livelihoods by providing a balanced, healthy, nutritious and tasty meals to many families and schools in Fiji. 
 
Apart from the specific need based activity, ISKCON Suva has built its reputation amongst other community 
based organizations which provides healthy , wholesome and nutritious vegetarian food distributed in many 
parts of Fiji. The donations have been raised through radio appeals, personal collection from people and 
generosity shown by our visitors to the temple. 
 
•  Free Seminars and Discourses to people of Suva on racial harmonay, peace, tolerance, patience 

 and  “simple living and high thinking” 
 Under the expert guidance and leadership of well trained spiritual leaders of ISKCON who have had  
the experience of giving seminars in many international forums and international audience with followers 
from many nationals, religion and race have been invited to Suva and free seminars have been hosted by 
the society. This of course discuses basic subject of human suffering as discussed in the Vedas. 
   
 
Through the participation in Interfaith Search Fiji, Dr Rajesh Maharaj makes way for Srila Prabhupada’s 
teachings be shared amongst other faith groups and discover their similarities to racial tolerance, peace and 
unity at the National level within various communities in Fiji. 
 
ISKCON Suva has worked very closely with Fiji Sanatan Dharam Pratinidhi Sabha of Fiji having participated 
at the annual gatherings and in turn successfully organized many ratha yatras, harinaams and sankirtans 
within small mandalis, townships and an annual ratha yatra during hibiscus event in Fiji. 

 
ISKCON Suva has also jointly organized programs like “ 
Tulasi Vivah” with Sanatan Dharam Sabha of Suva, the 
Sangam group from Suva . 

 



Sri Krishna Janmasthami Darshan 2012 

 

 

Sri Sri Radha Gopinath ji  

The beautiful smiling face of Sri Radha Golokabihari ji this morning  

On the left  

Sri Sri Radha Golokabihari, 

Lalita and Vishaka sakhi in 

the Janmasthami dressing of 

Srila Prabhupada  

The deities dress are all sponsored by various donors. You can also donate dresses by consulting at the goft shop for future festivals. The list of donors kept coming 
until the edition went for publication as such we were unable to present the names in the finalized version. The full list of our donors is made public at the notice 
board during the festival and will be announced at intervals throughout the program. 



Sri Sri  Gaura Nitai at this morning’s Darshan. 

Sri Sri Sita Rama, Lakshmana and Bhakta Hanumanji at todays 

dressing 

Bhaktisidhanta Saraswati Thakur 

Krishna Janam Geet  
 

Jay Sri Krishna Chaitanya 

Prabhu Nityananda, Sri Advaita 

Gadhadhara, Srivasadi Gaura 

Bhakta Vrnda 

 

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna 

Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama 

Rama Rama Hare Hare 

 

Govinda Jay Jay Gopal Jay Jay, 

Radharaman Hari Govinda Jay Jay 

 

 

(1) 

nanda ke ananda bhaiyo jaya 

kanhaiya lal ki 

jaya kanhaiya lal ki jaya kan-

haiya lal ki 

  

(2) 

hathi dini ghoda dini ane dini 

palaki 

nanda ke ananda bhaiyo jaya 

kanhaiya lal ki 

  

(3) 

javanen ko hathi ghode 

buddhen ko palki 

nanda ke ananda bhaiyo jaya 

kanhaiya lal ki 



(1) 
krsna jinaka nama hai, gokula jinaka dhama hai 
aise sri bhagavana ko (mere) barambara pranama hai 
 
(2) 
yasoda jinaki maiya hai, nanda ji bapaiya hai 
aise sri gopala ko (mere) barambara pranama hai 
 
(3) 
radha jinaki chaya hai, adbhuta jinaki maya hai 
aise sri ghana-syama ko (mere) barambara pranama hai 
 
(4) 
luta luta dadhi makhana khayo, gvala-bala sańga dhenu carayo 
aise lila-dhama ko (mere) barambara pranama hai 
 
(5) 
drupada suta ki laja bacayo, graha se gaja ko phanda chudayo 
aise krpa-dhama ko (mere) barambara pranama hai 
 
(6) 
kuru pandava me yuddha macayo, arjuna ko upadesa sunayo 
aise sri bhagavan ko (mere) barambara pranama hai 
bhaja re! bhaja govinda gopala hare 
radhe govinda, radhe govinda, radhe govinda 

Translation  
 
1) He whose name is Krsna, and whose abode is Gokula – unto such a Supreme Personality of Godhead, I 
offer my most humble obeisances, again and again. 
 
2) He whose mother is Yasoda, and whose father is Nandaji – unto such a cowherd boy named Gopala, I 
offer my most humble obeisances, again and again. 
 
3) He whose Beloved if Radha, and whose illusory energy is very amazing – unto He whose splendrous 
complexion is the color of the fresh raincloud, I offer my most humble obeisances, again and again. 
 
4) He who sneaks around to steal yogurt and butter, then hides to eat it, and who tends the cows in the 
company of His cowherd boyfriends – unto He who is the reservoir of playful pastimes, I offer my most 
humble obeisances, again and again. 
 
5) He who prevented the dishonoring of the daughter of King Drupada, and who delivered the elephant 
Gajendra from the grasp of the alligator – unto He who is the abode of all compassion, I offer my most 
humble obeisances, again and again. 
 
6) He who caused the great war between the Kurus and the Pandavas, and who spoke divine instructions 
to Arjuna on the battlefield – unto He who is the Lord of all helpless fallen souls, I offer my most humble 
obeisances, again and again. 

A beautiful bhajan “ Krishna Jinka Naam hai…” 

Please Chant  

Jaya Sri Krishna Chaitanya Prabhu Nityananda 
Sri Advaita Gadadhara Srivasadi Gaura Bhakta Vrnda 

 

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna , Krsna Krsna Hare Hare 
Hare Rama Hare Rama , Rama Rama Hare  Hare 

 



Abhishek of Lord Krishna  

ISKCON Suva gives you the opportunity to participate in the 
Abhishek of Lord Krishna TODAY , bathing the lord with opu-
lent fruit juices, milk, honey, yoghurt and ghee. During the 
bathing ceremony, Lord Brahma’s prayer called the “Brahma 
Samita” is recited by devotees followed by kirtans. 
 
This year Janmasthami’s Abhishek  will begin at 9.15 pm. 

Midnight Maha - Arti  

Around 11.45 pm rhythm and vibe will be in the atmosphere 
amidst the excitement of Lord Krishna’s appearance at mid-
night. Beautifully dressed  Lord Krishna will give Darshan to all 
devotees at sharp midnight. The pujaris will worship him by 
offering arti and those devotees wishing to perform arti with 
their families can purchase arti sets available at the gift shop 
for $5.00  a plate. 

If you  are between 16 - 35 years  ( youth or young adults ) 

Below is a list of activities we have in ISKCON Suva for you, why not grab the opportunity during 
this Janmasthami and contact us on to be part of these activities:   

 
• Krishna Camps and Retreats/ Picnics 

• Scripture / Philosophical Study 
• Drama and Arts 

• Harinaam Sankirtan  
• Food for Life—distribution teams 

• Disaster Response teams 
 

Contact: Radhakanta Das  Email: rakant_das@yahoo.com 

Bhagavad-gītā As It Is 4.9  
 

janma karma ca me divyam 

evaḿ yo vetti tattvataḥ 

tyaktvā dehaḿ punar janma 

naiti mām eti so 'rjuna 

"One can attain the perfect 
stage of liberation from birth 
and death simply by knowing 
the Lord, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, and 
there is no other way to 

achieve this perfec-
tion." (Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣa

d 3.8)  

 



Bhagavad Gita Chap 18 : Text 78 
yatra yogeśvaraḥ kṛṣṇo 

yatra pārtho dhanur-dharaḥ 

tatra śrīr vijayo bhūtir 

dhruvā nītir matir mama 

TRANSLATION 
Wherever there is Kṛṣṇa, the master of all mystics, and wherever there is Arjuna, the supreme archer, there will also cer-
tainly be opulence, victory, extraordinary power, and morality. That is my opinion. 

PURPORT by Srila Prabhupada 
The Bhagavad-gītā began with an inquiry of Dhṛtarāṣṭra's. He was hopeful of the victory of his sons, assisted by great warriors 
like Bhīṣma, Droṇa and Karṇa. He was hopeful that the victory would be on his side. But after describing the scene on the battle-
field, Sañjaya told the King, "You are thinking of victory, but my opinion is that where Kṛṣṇa and Arjuna are present, there will be 
all good fortune." He directly confirmed that Dhṛtarāṣṭra could not expect victory for his side. Victory was certain for the side 
of Arjuna because Kṛṣṇa was there. Kṛṣṇa's acceptance of the post of charioteer for Arjuna was an exhibition of another opu-
lence. Kṛṣṇa is full of all opulences, and renunciation is one of them. There are many instances of such renunciation, for Kṛṣṇa is 
also the master of renunciation. 

The fight was actually between Duryodhana and Yudhiṣṭhira. Arjuna was fighting on behalf of his elder brother, Yudhiṣṭhira. Be-
cause Kṛṣṇa and Arjuna were on the side of Yudhiṣṭhira, Yudhiṣṭhira's victory was certain. The battle was to decide who would 
rule the world, and Sañjaya predicted that the power would be transferred toYudhiṣṭhira. It is also predicted here 
that Yudhiṣṭhira, after gaining victory in this battle, would flourish more and more because not only was he righteous and pious 
but he was also a strict moralist. He never spoke a lie during his life. 

There are many less intelligent persons who take Bhagavad-gītā to be a discussion of topics between two friends on a battlefield. 
But such a book cannot be scripture. Some may protest that Kṛṣṇa incited Arjuna to fight, which is immoral, but the reality of the 
situation is clearly stated: Bhagavad-gītā is the supreme instruction in morality. The supreme instruction of morality is stated in 
the Ninth Chapter, in the thirty-fourth verse: man-manā bhava mad-bhaktaḥ. One must become a devotee ofKṛṣṇa, and the es-
sence of all religion is to surrender unto Kṛṣṇa (sarva-dharmān parityajya mām ekaḿ śaraṇaḿ vraja). The instructions of Bhaga-
vad-gītā constitute the supreme process of religion and of morality. All other processes may be purifying and may lead to this 
process, but the last instruction of the Gītā is the last word in all morality and religion: surrender unto Kṛṣṇa. This is the verdict of 
the Eighteenth Chapter. 

From Bhagavad-gītā we can understand that to realize oneself by philosophical speculation and by meditation is one process, but 
to fully surrender unto Kṛṣṇa is the highest perfection. This is the essence of the teachings of Bhagavad-gītā. The path of regula-
tive principles according to the orders of social life and according to the different courses of religion may be a confidential path of 
knowledge. But although the rituals of religion are confidential, meditation and cultivation of knowledge are still more confidential. 
And surrender unto Kṛṣṇa in devotional service in full Kṛṣṇa consciousness is the most confidential instruction. That is the essence 
of the Eighteenth Chapter. 

Another feature of Bhagavad-gītā is that the actual truth is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kṛṣṇa. The Absolute Truth is 
realized in three features — impersonalBrahman, localized Paramātmā, and ultimately the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Kṛṣṇa. Perfect knowledge of the Absolute Truth means perfect knowledge of Kṛṣṇa. If one understands Kṛṣṇa, then all the 
departments of knowledge are part and parcel of that understanding. Kṛṣṇa is transcendental, for He is always situated in His 
eternal internal potency. The living entities are manifested of His energy and are divided into two classes, eternally conditioned 
and eternally liberated. Such living entities are innumerable, and they are considered fundamental parts of Kṛṣṇa. Material energy 
is manifested into twenty-four divisions. The creation is effected by eternal time, and it is created and dissolved by external en-
ergy. This manifestation of the cosmic world repeatedly becomes visible and invisible. 

In Bhagavad-gītā five principal subject matters have been discussed: the Supreme Personality of Godhead, material nature, the 
living entities, eternal time and all kinds of activities. All is dependent on the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kṛṣṇa. All concep-
tions of the Absolute Truth — impersonal Brahman, localized Paramātmāand any other transcendental conception — exist within 
the category of understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Although superficially the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
the living entity, material nature and time appear to be different, nothing is different from the Supreme. But the Supreme is al-
ways different from everything. Lord Caitanya's philosophy is that of "inconceivable oneness and difference." This system of phi-
losophy constitutes perfect knowledge of the Absolute Truth. 

The living entity in his original position is pure spirit. He is just like an atomic particle of the Supreme Spirit. Thus Lord Kṛṣṇa may 
be compared to the sun, and the living entities to sunshine. Because the living entities are the marginal energy of Kṛṣṇa, they 
have a tendency to be in contact either with the material energy or with the spiritual energy. In other words, the living entity is 
situated between the two energies of the Lord, and because he belongs to the superior energy of the Lord, he has a particle of 
independence. By proper use of that independence he comes under the direct order of Kṛṣṇa. Thus he attains his normal condi-
tion in the pleasure-giving potency. 
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